The anticentromere antibody: disease specificity and clinical significance.
Serum samples from 539 subjects were screened for the presence of the anticentromere antibody on a human laryngeal carcinoma (HEp-2) cell line (Antibodies, Inc.). The antibody was present in 61 patients (11%), most of whom had features of limited scleroderma or the CREST syndrome (calcinosis cutis, Raynaud's phenomenon, esophageal dysfunction, sclerodactyly, and telangiectasia), either independently or in association with primary biliary cirrhosis. The antibody was rarely found in patients with rapidly advancing or diffuse scleroderma. The anticentromere antibody is therefore a useful prognostic indicator in patients with early scleroderma, as it may help to predict what pattern of scleroderma will evolve. Screening for this antibody should be conducted in all patients with Raynaud's phenomenon, primary biliary cirrhosis, and scleroderma. Other previous studies have indicated a similar disease specificity and prognostic importance of this antibody.